
Notes of Meeting of AACEG 28 June 2022 
 
Present: 
Nigel Ayton, Goff Cantley, Maggie Carson, Roger Kellett, Sofia Leonard, Albie Mills (for 
Daniel Johnson), Matthew Nicholas, Sue Tritton 
 
Apologies:  
Stuart Buchanan, Tim Pogson, Helen Zealley 
 

• Notes of meeting of 9 December 2021 accepted. 
 

• Draft City Plan 2030 

• Concern that designation of AAH as a brown field site gives the wrong impression 
and underplays the value of the area to the community. Could we ask for AAH 
site to be considered as a mixed brown field and green field site? 

• The push for high density affordable housing conflicts with the aim to retain the 
open parkland feel of the site.  Possibility of higher density housing being 
concentrated round the edge of the site.  This might leave open green areas for 
community use.  

• Welcome the claim that NHS will “work with the communities to produce Place 
Briefs”.  

 

• NHS Lothian should be reminded that they set up our group to be the official 
community group for consultation.  

 

• Albie Mills reported that there was no meaningful reply to Daniel Johnson’s letter to 
the Finance Officer and Chair of NHS Lothian. NHS Lothian say they still plan to 
withdraw from the site, but the SMART centre will remain. At present there is no 
timeline.  

 

• Lothian Strategic Development Framework. Maggie Carson had attended one of the 
three public events on Zoom. It had not been well publicised and she reported a very 
small turnout.  

 

• The importance of public transport to/from the site was emphasised.  
 

• Agreed we should write to NHS Lothian and City of Edinburgh Council reminding 
them we are the official link with the community and remain keen to be involved 
throughout. Also reminding them that they have guaranteed not to proceed with the 
sale before the Place Brief is agreed. We would also request more information on 
timing. This letter might be copied to our local councillors.  
 

• Roger Kellett repeated his intention to remit office as chair.  Several members had 
proposed that Matthew Nicholas take over.  His appointment as new chairman was 
unanimous. 
 

• Next meeting in 6 months, date to be arranged. 


