
Minutes of Meeting of AACEG on 23rd September 2019


1) Present Nigel Ayton (NA), Goff Cantley (GC), Tony Harris (TH), Roger Kellett (RK), Sofia 
Leonard, Sue Tritton and Helen Zealley (HZ)


2) Apologies Jo Doake


It was pointed out that our group is constituted by NHS Lothian and that we should 
not change it without their agreement.


3) Minutes of meeting of CEG on 26 6 19 

These were agreed.  The question of whether the sale of Astley Ainslie will be freehold 
or leasehold was discussed again. Would the freehold remain with Scottish Futures 
Trust?  It was agreed we should seek clarification when we meet NHS Lothian and 
CEC on the 30th of September.  It would help to know the arrangements for the Sick 
Children’s Hospital.


4) Minutes of meeting with NHS Lothian and CEC on 8th of July 2019 

The reference to the local development plan 2022 should read “City Plan 2030”. It 
was important to ensure that AAH featured in the City Plan.  It was agreed that with 
this correction, the minutes should be passed to NHS Lothian and CEC for approval.


5) AACT

HZ reported that AACT is still trying to find funding. Some members of their team may 
need to step back to avoid a conflict-of-interest. The nature day had taken place 
during very bad weather but there had been a good turnout.


6) CEC drop-in sessions 

The turnout at the sessions was only about 200 in total across the four events, which 
was thought to be disappointing.  We have no information about the number of online 
responses to the CEC consultation.


7) CEC LDP Housing Land Study

 	 TH referred to the LDP housing Land Study available at: http://

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/12231/housing_land_study_june_2014

 	 and said there were figures at Appendix 4 for the number of houses that could be 

constructed on various potential sites.  The AAH site is listed in that appendix as 
having the potential for 560 dwellings.  


8) Doors open day 

There was discussion as to whether questionnaires should be completed by walkers 
but the alternative of collecting ideas informally from the walkers was preferred. RK to 
establish whether RVS cafe would be open. 


9) Next meeting with CEC and NHS on 30th of September 

[NHS Lothian have now postponed this meeting until w/c 21 October].  HZ may be 
unable to attend.  It was agreed that GC should attend to represent MCC and also 
Alan Farningham, NA and RK (and HZ if available).  An important part of the 
discussion would be to decide who will be carrying out the master plan and the 
various surveys. We would ask them to confirm that the present timeline is still 
relevant. We need to confirm that the place brief is material consideration in the 
planning process and also establish the status of the 2002 planning brief and the 
2014 Grange CACA. Will the place brief replace the 2002 planning brief or be 
additional to it? Also the question of freehold or leasehold sale should be raised.

Could a group of NHS Lothian, CEC and CEG together act as the client group for the 
procurement of a master plan? This might be possible but the funding, particularly for 
surveys, could be problematic.


http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/12231/housing_land_study_june_2014
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/12231/housing_land_study_june_2014


10) Date of next meeting

This would be decided after we have met NHSL and CEC.



