
 
 

AAH Planning Group 
 

Notes of Meeting of Local Reps to discuss proposed consultation by NHS Lothian 
with local communities over plans for AAH site 

Held at 6 Grange Terrace (invitation of Sue Tritton)   
5.00pm Tuesday 19th September 2017 

 
Present:  Roger Kellett (RK), Grange Association (GA) 
                 Sofia Leonard (SL), Grange Association (GA) 
                Douglas Rogers (DRo), Marchmont & Sciennes CC (MSCC)   
               Tony Harris (TH) Grange Prestonfield CC (GPCC) 
                Sue Tritton (ST) Grange Prestonfield CC and Grange Association (GA) 
                Goff Cantley (GC) (MorCC)        
                Peter Pitkin (PP) Grange Ass 
                Helen Zealley (HZ), Merchiston CC (MerCC) 
                Alan Farningham (AF) 
                James Garry (JG) (Cockburn Ass) 

                   Apologies: Jo Doake (JDo), Fiona Bell (FB), Steve Gregory 
  

 
1. Welcome and apologies: RK welcomed everyone. 
 
2. Minutes of meeting of 11th July: these were accepted. 
     a)  Matters arising: RK said he had made several attempts to contact the Art College but had not 
yet been successful. 
   
3. Forum meeting on 21st September – agenda: It was not clear if the consultants had yet been 
appointed – we may hear at the meeting. AF had been in touch with Martin Hensman who said we 
could add items to the agenda. AF will contact MH after this meeting with suggestions.  
Reps for Forum:  Confirmed as AF, RK, ST, SL, TH, GC, HZ (DR unable to attend). 
Masterplan: This will update the 2002 document which still carries weight. If the masterplan is 
approved by the City Council this will replace the 2002 Development Brief. AF will draw NHSL’s 
attention to Planning Advice Note 3210. He commented that some documents are “guidance” which 
NHSL can ignore. HZ asked if developers can ignore conditions in a masterplan. AF replied that 
developers will have their own consultants who may be able to find ways round conditions 
unfavourable to them. It was noted that, at the meeting with the Cockburn Urban Design group, Ron 
Finlay (NHSL) had said that only 50% of the site could be built on because of the trees. 
Community Engagement:  AF said he was concerned by the reference by NHSL to “7 National 
Standards” mentioned in the agenda. He said it is important to get a framework for the community 
engagement agreed with dates and targets. This is to try to avoid “wriggle room” for NHSL to limit 
the time and number of meetings during the consultation prior to submission of the masterplan. It 
was also suggested that we ask for community engagement for all planning applications (including 
those for fewer than 50 dwellings) submitted by individual developers. 
 
4. Surveys: The need for various surveys was discussed. It was noted that several surveys will need 
to be carried out by NHSL as part of the masterplan process. Surveys which the community reps 
were particularly concerned about included: Energy appraisal survey, photographic survey of 
buildings and the landscape, a proper tree management plan. Noted that many surveys only have a 
short lifetime – possibly only a year. AF agreed to contact MH before Thursday’s meeting to find out 
which surveys are planned. 



Existing surveys: It would be useful for the community to know which surveys already exist. The 
Wildlife Information Centre (TWIC) may have some information. JG said CEC had carried out a 
survey of trees in the city about 2 years ago.  
 
5. Community Walks – September 30 and October 8. The Community is offering guided walks 
round the AAH site on two dates. About 3000 fliers advertising the walks had been distributed and a 
further 1000 ordered. Posters are also on display at several places. Local Community Councils are 
advertising the walks on their websites. Local schools had also been contacted.  
RK reported that 15 volunteers had offered to help on the days as guides and/or stewards; about 38 
residents had so far registered for the walks. 
There was a discussion about what information should be given to those attending the walks. Agreed 
that a questionnaire would be useful – to be completed on the day or returned later. This could 
include asking for personal contact details (to build up a database of those to be kept informed) and 
an open ended question about what development should be included, or excluded, on the site. RK 
and ST to produce a draft for comment.  
 
6. Meeting with Cockburn Urban Design Group: JG said this had been very valuable for the 
Cockburn. He reiterated that the Cockburn would be interested in helping NHSL over community 
engagement and could provide lists of those involved James Garry (Cockburn Ass)in similar 
consultation exercises.  
 
7. Environmental surveys etc.: see (4) above 
 
8 Engagement – list of contacts: The group has contacts with many local groups and amenity 
associations (mainly through the CCs). AF agreed to contact CEC Planning for the list of all groups 
in the area who should be made aware of significant planning applications.  
 
9. AOCB: It was noted that the group, or individual members of the group, had been contacted by 
organisations interested in community asset transfer and/or community buy-outs. Agreed to keep in 
contact with these organisations but not, at this time, to support any particular application. 
 
10. Date of next meeting: Tuesday October 17th at 5pm – venue to be notified.   
 
 


