
COCKBURN URBAN DESIGN GROUP 

MEETING OF 27nd July 2017 actually 24th August 

 

Attendance:  James Garry (JG)  Richard Rodger (RR) 
   Calum Duncan (CD) Lorraine Briggs (LB) 
   Duncan Campbell (DC) Chris Dobson (CD) 
    
     
Attending  Douglas Rogers MSCC Goff Cantley MoCC 

Jo Doake GA   Tony Harris GPCC 
Sofia Leonard GA  Dorothy Ryle GA & MSCC 
Ron Finlay NHS Lothian  Roger Kellett GA 

 
 
Apologies:    

Alastair Campbell (AC) Stuart  Hay (SH)  
 Rebecca Madgin  (RM) James White (JW)     

Joe Taylor (JT)  Steve Hajducki (SH) 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

JG welcomed all attendees and invited them to introduce themselves. CUDG 
appreciated the opportunity to visit the grounds of the Astley Ainslie which were 
clearly highly valued by surrounding communities and which also play  a significant 
role as greenspace within the wider cityscape. 

2. Background 

RK gave a brief history of the Astley Ainslie grounds and hospital.  The grounds were 
an important refuge for plague victims in the late Middle Ages. St Roque’s Chapel 
was built in the early 16th century to service their needs.  Although no longer 
standing, the potential for important archaeological remains of the chapel  are just 
one example of the diversity and richness of the built heritage of the Astley Ainslie 
site.  The site’s active history as a care centre dates from the 1920s with new 
buildings and new facilities being added progressively over the years culminating in  
the opening of the purpose-built SMART Centre in 2007. 

Maintaining a ‘parkland’ environment was always central to the development 
philosophy for care provision at  the Astley Ainslie.  As  a result, around 50% of the 
site’s 51ha is covered by trees, many of these 900 or so trees are significant 
specimen trees and are clearly visible from surrounding high points such as 
Blackford Hill. 

NHS Lothian’s timeline for the  redevelopment and sale the Astley Ainslie site is a 
little behind target. Nevertheless. consultants will be officially appointed by the end of 
September when work will commence on the development of a masterplan for the 
whole site.  The masterplan should be completed by the end of 2018.  The next 
meeting of NHS Lothian’s Forum which convenes with a small number of local 
community representatives is on 21st September.  The newly appointed consultants 
should be represented. 



 

 

2 Discussion 

It was clarified that all clinical services are now to be moved from the Astley Ainslie 
site to the Royal Edinburgh site. Some office accommodation may be retained on the 
Astley Ainslie site. The Royal Hospital masterplan indicates that it can support this 
increase level of use.  Although, it is acknowledged that parking may be a problem. 

NHS Lothian intend to develop a detailed 3D model of the Astley Ainslie site, Richard 
Rodger indicated that he already has a detailed model of the city which includes 
considerable detail of the Astley Ainslie and that he was willing to discuss this with 
NHS Lothian.            

      Action: RR/RF 

Tendering consultants were given an indication of the scope of the Astley Ainslie 
redevelopment and considerable background information.  However, NHS Lothian 
have still to discuss the detailed scope of the project with the successful appointees.  

The appointed consultants are expected to fully engage with local communities at 
every stage of the masterplanning process. Local communities do acknowledge that 
there is some potential for development on the Astley Ainslie site. But there is 
concern about potential traffic impacts on already congested roads and many other 
issues. The potential for new community facilities to be built at the Astley Ainslie is 
an aspiration of local groups.   

 

3. Next Steps 

The Grange Association has already undertaken a questionnaire survey of its own 
members. 

The Cockburn Association may be able to assist with a more comprehensive 
engagement exercise with all community groups. This could be a model that could 
be used elsewhere in the city. James Garry and Roger Kellet will discuss options 
further. 

Action: JG/RK 

A series of community walks has been organised to raise awareness and 
appreciation of the Astley Ainslie grounds across the city.  The Cockburn will 
publicise these and James Garry and Jo Doake will discuss organising an event for 
Cockburn members. 

Action: JG/JD 

4. Site Tour 

 

Jo Doake led the attendees on a short tour and discussion of the Astley Ainslie site. 
Some of the site’s key built and natural heritage assets and access routes were 
visited.   Given the large number of mature trees on the site it was unclear how much 



land was available for development if current Council planning policies are followed. 
Some concerns were raised about the height and design of recent housing 
developments on the edge of the site which, in many cases, are higher than existing 
clinical buildings on the site. 

 

 


