
Notes of Meeting of Local Reps to discuss proposed consultation by NHS Lothian 
with local communities over plans for AAH site 

Held at 12 Tipperlinn Road (invitation of Helen Zealley)   
6.00pm Tuesday 18th April 2017 

 
Present:  Roger Kellett (RK), Grange Association (GA) 
                Jo Doake (JDo), Grange Association (GA) 
                Peter Pitkin (PP), Grange Association (GA) 
                Sofia Leonard (SL), Grange Association (GA) 
                Douglas Rogers (DRo), Marchmont & Sciennes CC (MSCC)   
               Tony Harris (TH) Grange Prestonfield CC (GPCC) 
                Sue Tritton (ST) Grange Prestonfield CC and Grange Association (GA) 
                Helen Zealley (HZ), Merchiston CC (MerCC) 
                Goff Cantley (GC) Morningside CC (MorCC) 
                Alan Farningham (AF) 
                Apologies: Daniel Johnson (DJ), MSP 
                James Garry (JG), Cockburn Association 
                Fiona Bell (FB), Morningside CC (MorCC) 
                Jo Scott (JS) Southside Association (SA) 
                Dorothy Ryle (DRy), Grange Association and Marchmont and Sciennes CC (MSCC) 
 
1. Welcome and apologies: RK said he would chair in the absence of Daniel Johnson and thanked 
HZ for providing the accommodation. Other apologies were noted.  
 
2. Introduction: RK introduced Alan Farningham, a professional planner, who had offered his help 
and expertise and Sofia Leonard who had been instrumental in getting the Grange Conservation Area 
approved in 1982.  
3. Minutes of meeting of 7th March: these were accepted (a minor inconsistency to be altered). 
  
4. Minutes of meeting of CC reps with NHS Lothian on 16th March: These were noted – with the 
proviso that NHS Lothian had still to agree these. 
 
5. Plans for the first “Consultation Forum” arranged by NHS Lothian on 27th April.  
There followed a fairly general discussion about the contribution of those who would be the 
community reps at the Forum (see minutes of 16th March). NHS Lothian had not yet confirmed that 
this meeting would take place or how many reps should attend. The NHS had indicated that it would 
be helpful for there to be continuity of reps to avoid having to repeat issues and that the Forum 
would meet at roughly monthly intervals. Unfortunately, AF was not available for 27th April but 
would try to attend later meetings of the Forum. 
The following points were raised: 
a. Masterplan: AF stressed that it is vital to find out exactly how the NHS plan to promote the 

proposed Masterplan. AF had written, in his professional capacity, to Andrew Milne asking what 
was the intention of NHSL in promoting a Masterplan, but had yet to receive a reply. AF 
explained that there are 3 ways of doing a Masterplan. It is important to establish exactly what 
NHSL propose and there needs to be as wide publication of this as possible. DRo said we need to 
get NHSL to agree that the sale will be dependent on the developer maintaining the conditions in 
the Masterplan. Also need to ensure that the Masterplan is approved by CEC to minimise the 
possibility of change.  



b. Site Value: TH and GC both stressed that the NHSL need to establish the value of the site to 
maximise the disposal value.   

c. Status of Forum: Concerns were raised about the status of the Forum and how it is minuted. It 
was expected to be organised and minuted by NHSL – see minutes of 16th March. The 
community reps need to stress that taking part in the Forum does not imply agreement with any 
proposals form NHSL.  

d. Development brief (2002): About 3 years ago Morningside CC (GC) and the Grange 
Association (John Graham, Chair) had contacted the City Council asking for the Brief to be 
updated. CEC Planning had confirmed that the 2002 Brief was still valid. This meeting realised 
that some matters had changed (such as the requirement for space for a school). However, it was 
important for this group to check the Dev Brief in detail to see what is still relevant etc. It might 
be worth contacting CEC again in the summer after the new Council (elections on 4th May) and 
committees are in place.    

e. Biodiversity etc.: SL said the biodiversity of the site must be maintained. PP said that the 
amenity of the site depends on the site as a whole. Need to check that one section of any 
plan/agreement doesn’t prejudice other parts.  

f. Trees: HZ suggested the Woodland Trust would have a register of nationally important trees. A 
tree management plan for the whole site is required.   

g. Titles: SL asked if NHSL are restricted by any title documents on the site.  Might need to see the 
original Trust documents. However, AF said that it is relatively easy to get relaxation of any title 
restrictions.  

h. Listing etc.:  
i. CC reps for Forum: The following were suggested: 

      Morningside CC – GC (Steve Gregory added later) 
      Merchiston CC – HZ 
      Grange Prestonfield CC – TH & ST 
      Marchmont & Sciennes CC – DRo 
      Grange Association – AF, RK and SL 
      Grange Ass (individual interests) – JD (rights of way etc., Nat History) PP (trees)  
       

6. Updated results of questionnaire. RK circulated this. 
 
7. Possible surveys/studies: Until we know exactly what NHSL are proposing it’s a bit difficult to 
decide what to do. Some surveys need to be done over more than one year – e.g. breeding birds. 
Concern was expressed that any surveys done by NHSL might be inadequate. Might be worth 
making informal contacts with relevant societies – e.g. Woodland Trust, Edinburgh Natural History 
Society   
 
 
 
 
8. Engagement – list of contacts: Agreed that a list of organisations to contact about consultation 
events etc. would be very useful. AF offered to make up a list and circulate. Also noted that we 
would need to advertise on Social Media.  
 
 
9. Proposed meeting with Daniel Johnson: DJ had offered to meet RK and ST to be kept up-to-
date. Agreed that this might be better after the Forum meeting. To be arranged.  
 
 



10. AOCB:  
a. Meeting with CEC planners: JDo is arranging to take a group including Andrew Milne, Ian 

Graham (both NHSL) and Linda Hamilton (CEC Planning) for a “walkabout” of the AAH site 
soon. AF has still to make contact with David Leslie (Head of CEC Planning) about possibly 
allocating a planner to work with us. 

b. Community Asset Transfer: DRo asked if anyone knew the rules for a Community buyout. JDo 
said there is a group interested in the meadow near the spruce wood.  

c. Bonds: AF said that in large developments it is competent to have a bond in place to ensure that 
any conditions are met; he also commented that it is a statutory condition of the Planning 
Authority to investigate and breach of conditions.   

d. Achievements?: HZ asked how realistic is it that, by engaging with NHSL etc., we can achieve 
anything. AF said we must be realistic and recognise that we need to set achievable goals and 
objectives.  

 
11. Date of Next meeting: Tuesday 16th May suggested 6-8pm. Venue – HZ offered to host again.  
 


