
 
 

AAH Planning Group 
 

Notes of Meeting of Local Reps to discuss proposed consultation by NHS Lothian 
with local communities over plans for AAH site 

Held at 10 Wyvern Park (invitation of Roger Kellett)   
6.00pm Tuesday 11th July 2017 

 
Present:  Roger Kellett (RK), Grange Association (GA) 
                 Sofia Leonard (SL), Grange Association (GA) 
                Douglas Rogers (DRo), Marchmont & Sciennes CC (MSCC)   
               Tony Harris (TH) Grange Prestonfield CC (GPCC) 
                Sue Tritton (ST) Grange Prestonfield CC and Grange Association (GA) 
                Goff Cantley (GC) (MorCC)        
                Peter Pitkin (PP) Grange Ass 
                Fiona Bell (FB), Morningside CC (MorCC) 
                Helen Zealley (HZ), Merchiston CC (MerCC) 
                Dorothy Ryle (DRy), (GA and MSCC) 
                Alan Farningham (AF) 
                Apologies: Jo Doake (JDo), James Garry (Cockburn Ass)  

 
1. Welcome and apologies: RK welcomed everyone. 
 
2. Minutes of meeting of 16th May: these were accepted. 
  
3. Matters arising:  
SL asked for more information about Martin Hensman and his exact position in relation to NHSL 
and the marketing of the AAH site. AF explained that MH works for Hub SE (a non-government 
quango) who have been contracted to appoint the consultants who will tender for the masterplan for 
the site. The masterplan will be submitted to CEC Planning and will supplement the 2002 
Development Brief for the site. 
   
4. Letters between AF and Martin Hensman (appended): AF said that he considers that MH has 
real commitment to engagement with the community, being transparent, full consultation etc. 
However, he cannot fully commit until the consultants are appointed – this is expected shortly. AF 
expects the consultants to produce a programme for consultation etc. within about one month and 
that this will be presented to the Forum.  AF would hope that the programme would be sent to 
members of the Forum in advance of the next meeting – if this is not done then reps should ask for 
time to consider this rather than agree at the meeting.  
HZ referred to MH’s reference to “constraints on the site” and asked what these were. AF said these 
would be, for example, trees on the site, archaeological remain etc. 
SL was encouraged by some points in MH’s letter but stressed the need for an ecology report. 
AF said that there may be a need for an EIA – this would be decided by CEC. Any EIA would be 
used in assessing detailed planning applications.  
TH noted that here are some aspects of clinical planning still to be determined by NHSL. This could 
affect which buildings might be retained by NHSL. This could also affect any phasing of the 
masterplan. 
RK asked if there are surveys other than those listed which we might want to be done. Should we be 
involved in any photographic surveys? Would we have access to surveys done by NHSL – we might 
need to check any copyright restrictions.  
 
 



 
5. Next Forum Meeting:  
It is expected that this might be in early August – after consultants appointed etc. Considered that in 
order for this to work properly there needs to be a structured agenda which needs to be issued well in 
advance of the meeting. Also important that there is a meeting of this group in advance of the Forum 
meeting to decide our views on agenda items (to avoid e.g. differences of opinion at meetings 
between members of the community group). We need to have a programme of regular structured 
meetings (perhaps once a month). AF agreed to contact Andrew Milne and/or Martin Hensman about 
the date of the next Forum and say that we need the agenda well in advance. Also noted that we 
should make notes at these meetings and not just rely on the official minutes (to be done by NHSL).  
   
 
6. Guided Walks of the AAH site: 
Jo Doake had organised “walking tours” of the site – mainly for Grange Association members. It was 
thought to be a good idea for such walks to be offered to the wider community in the autumn in order 
to educate local residents about the site in advance of consultation events organised by NHSL. JDo is 
not available in September and it was agreed that one or two days should be offered – possibly the 
weekends of Sept30/Oct 1 and/or Oct7/8. In order to do this several (perhaps 5 or 6) people would 
need to be trained in order to lead groups. It would also be necessary for these to be widely 
advertised and for various leaflets to be prepared in advance. A small group (RK, DRo, HZ, ST) 
agreed to meet on Thursday 13th July to make proposals for these.    
 
 
7. Meeting with Cockburn Association – 24 August 3-5pm: RK and JDo have arranged to meet 
members of the Cockburn Association on 24th August in the Board Room at the AAH. Martin 
Hensman will also be there. The plan is to inform the Cockburn about the site and the consultation 
process prior to sale. RK would like more members of this group to be present – please contact RK if 
you can be there. (TH and HZ indicated they could attend; AF is not available).  
TH noted that we need to be somewhat wary about involving the Cockburn Association Urban 
Design Group. He was aware of situations where local residents were happy with a proposal but the 
Cockburn had a different view which had prevailed.    
 
8. Co-housing proposal: SL produced leaflets and information about co-housing developments. She 
stressed that the AAH site is part of the Grange Conservation area and is an area of health and well-
being and this should not be lost in any development of the site. There was a wide-ranging 
discussion about the uniqueness of this site and that it would be really exciting if this site could be an 
example of good sustainable design using 21st Century technology etc. AF commented how far 
behind the UK is, compared to other European countries, and that the skills necessary to design and 
build low-carbon buildings are rare in this country. Suggested that we should ask for an “Energy 
Appraisal” survey to be done – this could be raised at the next Forum. Also suggested that RK 
contact the Art College (students helped with the Grange CACA in 2012) to see if any students 
might be able to help.      
 
9. Actions:   
AF – contact MH to ask for Forum date and agenda in advance etc. 
RK, DRo, HZ, ST – produce suggestions for “Walks in the Autumn” 
All – Suggest “Energy Appraisal” survey at the Forum  
RK – Contact Art College 
 
10. Date of next meeting: Probably early August – once date of Forum is known.  
 
Sue Tritton 
18th July 2017 
 
  


