
Notes of Meeting of Local Reps to discuss proposed consultation by NHS Lothian 
with local communities over plans for AAH site 

Held at the Open Door  
7.30 pm Tuesday 7th March 2017 

 
Present:  Roger Kellett (RK), Grange Association (GA) 
                Jo Doake (JDo), Grange Association (GA) 
                Peter Pitkin (PP), Grange Association 
                Dorothy Ryle (DRy), Grange Association and Marchmont and Sciennes CC (MSCC) 
                Douglas Rogers (DRo), Marchmont & Sciennes CC   
               Tony Harris (TH) Grange Prestonfield CC (GPCC) 
                Sue Tritton (ST) Grange Prestonfield CC and Grange Association (GA) 
                Helen Zealley (HZ), Merchiston CC 
                Fiona Bell (FB), Morningside CC (MorCC) 
                Goff Cantley (GC) Morningside CC (MorCC) 
                Apologies: Daniel Johnson (DJ), MSP 
                James Garry (JG), Cockburn Association 
                Alan Farningham (AF) 
                John Duncan (JDu), Grange Association 
                Jo Scott (JS) Southside Association (SA) 
                Robin Morris (RM) Merchiston CC (MerCC) 
 
1. Welcome and apologies 
 
2. Introduction: RK welcomed everyone and explained that, as Daniel Johnson was unwell and 
unable to attend, he was in the Chair. He also explained that Marion Williams had left the Cockburn 
Association which would be represented by James Garry. He also informed the meeting that he and 
ST had recently met Alan Farningham, a professional planner who had experience, on both sides, of 
masterplans, charrettes etc. He is keen to help and advise this group. AF unfortunately could not 
attend tonight as he was away on business. He had previously agreed to contact the CEC Planning 
Department as he knew David Leslie and ask about a dedicated planner for the site. He would also 
write, on professional headed paper, to NHS Lothian, and ask about their plans for consultation etc. 
He still had to do these.  RK said that RM and JDu had decided not to attend until more detail about 
the process was known.  
 
3. Minutes of meeting of 7th February: these were accepted. 
  
4. Discussion at GA AGM and results of questionnaire. RK said that about 100 people (not all GA 
members) had attended the session on the AAH site which followed the AGM. RK had described the 
history of the site and ST had reported on meetings that Community Council reps had had with NHS 
Lothian over the past 5 years. An “open ended” questionnaire had been distributed at the AGM (and 
also by email to GA members) asking people to list types of development they would like to see and 
what should not be included on the site. About 23 responses had been received to date and RK 
distributed a summary of the comments. The most popular comments were: 
 
 
 
 
 



Include: Maintain areas for wildlife and biodiversity, some walled 
                As many trees as possible 
                Green spaces – retain parkland feel 
                Affordable housing and mixed housing 
                Site specific community facility 
                 Disabled/ special needs housing/ retirement flat 
Exclude:  Dense high-rise flats like Woodcroft 
                Overdevelopment 
                Cheap construction materials and poor design 
 
There was general discussion about these and a feeling that it was difficult to plan further until we 
knew the plans of NHS Lothian. ST reported that the next meeting of CC reps with NHS Lothian 
was confirmed as Thursday March 15th and we should know more after that meeting. Possibilities to 
consider were applying to Planning Aid Scotland for practical and financial help. A charrette could 
be considered (the Sick Kids didn’t get funding for a charrette). DRo commented that a well run 
charrette could produce results within 24 hours; he considered that GVA (consultants to NHS 
Lothian) were not good at dealing with events where there was large community involvement.    
                    
5. Possible surveys/studies: 
a) Photographic record: All agreed that it was important to have a photographic benchmark of the 
site as it is now – before any work starts – including inside some of the buildings. It was assumed 
that NHS Lothian would take photographs to be included in any planning application but not known 
if we could get access to these. It was thought that it might be possible to apply for a grant from the 
SCNP to undertake a survey – and pay a photographer. It was suggested that photos could be taken 
in the early morning to avoid too many cars on the site. Also worth contacting HES. DRo suggested 
embedding photos of the site on google earth and that this could be done ourselves. JDo’s son-in-law 
is a professional photographer and she would consult him for advice 
b) Wildlife survey: JDo has names of people who might offer help and advice and would make 
informal contact. It was thought that a survey should be commissioned by NHS Lothian as part of 
the Masterplan process. 
c) Trees: PP has obtained (from Graham Hinshelwood) a report on trees in the AAH grounds dated 
1998 and also has the list of the “kinds of trees” done by Alastair Scott. He has a (quite difficult to 
read) map dated 2000 which formed part of a schedule for TPOs on the site. There is some confusion 
about the numbering of trees on the map and how that relates (or doesn’t) to numbers actually 
attached to some of the trees. It was considered important to identify important trees and “clumps of 
trees” which should be preserved and that development must accept this. There was also discussion 
about the spruce plantation, which isn’t covered by the TPO. Some felt this should be preserved, 
others disagreed. 
d) Archaeology: Again it was considered that this ought to be covered in the masterplan which 
should address any constraints. Possibly talk to Historic Scotland but wait until we know what NHS 
Lothian propose about this.  
e) Environmental Impact Assessment: An EIA is a requirement for certain types of development 
on environmentally sensitive sites of more than 0.5ha. If required, it would be done by the developer 
and submitted with the planning application. A Strategic Environmental Assessment is broader and it 
should be reasonable for us to argue that the masterplan is done in relation to a SEA. Details can be 
found on the Scottish Government website. ST suggested the plan should require sustainable 
development such as district heating, PV roof tiles etc.  
f) Historical record: much is available in various documents, books etc. but needs “pulling 
together”.  Suggested that this could be a research project for a (masters?) student – need to identify 
a University department to help with this.  



 
6. Ideas for inclusion in the site: See item 3 above. PP asked if it is foregone that there should be 
through traffic. All agreed that most of the site should be able to be accessed from different entrances 
but direct through routes should be discouraged.   
 
7. Engagement: All CCs have a list of contacts. The GA has about 250 members on email. Still need 
to identify other contacts (churches, schools etc.) to cascade information about consultation meetings 
etc. Noted, for example, that the Sick Kids site has an email list of about 170; Midmar Paddock 
about 400. Suggested that we should have a Facebook page and that the website (on the GA site) 
should be updated. DRo suggested producing a short document (in the form of a flyer?) detailing 
what we have done, where to find more information etc. – for distribution at meetings, in libraries 
etc.  
Finance: The GA is the only organisation which has significant funds – the GA committee will be 
asked to authorise funds for this group. All CCs to be asked to make small contributions.  
 
8. AOCB: none 
The meeting noted that it is difficult to plan until we know what NHS Lothian is planning. The 
absence of several key people tonight had meant a more structured discussion was difficult but all 
agreed that the general discussion had been useful even if few decisions had been taken. Also we 
need to know whether we can have assistance from the Planning department.  
 
9. Date of Next meeting: Tuesday 18th April suggested. Venue tbd.  
(Helen Zealley subsequently offered to host – 12 Tipperlinn Road – probably 6-8pm)   
 
 


